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In remarks at the National Press Club in Washington on Oct. 15, Salvadoran President Jose
Napoleon Duarte a loyal ally of the Reagan administration requested that the US suspend all
military aid to the contras until compliance with the regional peace accord has been evaluated.
In response to a question, Duarte said, "We have requested that we be given an opportunity [for
the peace accord to work]. The maximum term we request is 150 days." This term is substantially
longer than the period contemplated by the Reagan administration. According to recent statements
by administration officials, Reagan plans to send his $270 million contra aid request to Congress
between Nov. 7 and the end of November. Duarte said that the peace accord signed by the five
presidents in Guatemala on Aug. 7 requires suspension of all outside aid to irregular forces in
the region. This requirement, he added, is considered necessary for regional governments to
execute compliance to the plan. By the end of the 150-day period, Duarte said, an international
commission will have examined efforts to comply with the accord, and "then we will know if our
plan is successful or not." The president declared that the five Central American presidents' request
that outside aid be suspended to all irregular forces in the region until compliance to the plan can be
evaluated was "absolutely clear." He said, "We request this time...[T]hat is what we request of the
world and the United States." Earlier, in a speech to an informal joint session of Congress, Duarte
called on the Nicaraguan government to seek national reconciliation through dialogue with the
US-supported contras. He said the Sandinistas must follow through on the example established by
the Salvadoran government which recently participated in talks with the FMLN-FDR (Farabundo
Marti National Liberation Front- Democratic Revolutionary Front). Since the peace accords were
signed in August, both the Salvadoran and Guatemalan governments have engaged in talks with
respective leftist rebel groups in hopes of establishing a cease-fire before the Nov. 7 deadline
contained in the peace accord. The Nicaraguan government has thus far refused direct negotiations
with the contras, insisting instead that peace talks should take place with the contras' principal
supporters, the US government. Duarte declared that the "Sandinista government must accept the
historical challenge of seeking national reconciliation through dialogue and democracy." Later in the
afternoon, in comments to PBS's MacNeil-Lehrer NewsHour, Duarte sought to clarify his position
on suspending US military aid to the contras. He said that the question of whether or not to provide
the contras with more military aid was a "problem" of the US Congress, and the US government.
Policy decisions, said Duarte, of the US, as a sovereign government, are not the business of his
administration or any other in Central America. The Salvadoran leader continued by stating that the
request mentioned at the National Press Club was focused on holding back any present or future aid
that may be approved by the US Congress until the international verification commission had the
opportunity to evaluate the progress of peace plan compliance, both in Nicaragua and elsewhere.
During a meeting with President Reagan on Oct. 14, Duarte said that despite contrary reports by the
FMLN-FDR, his government's military forces had reconquered and maintained the initiative, and
were prepared at this time to extend their control throughout the national territory. (Basic data from
AP, 10/15/87; MacNeil Lehrer NewsHour, 10/15/87)
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